


Notice of Determination Appendix D

To: From:
[=] Office of Planning and Research Public Agency: Hilmar Unified School District
U.S. Mail: : Address: 7807 N. Lander Avenue
S. Mail Street Address Hilmar. CA 95324 . s
P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113 : ) e
s to, CA 95812-3044 S to, CA g5g14  Comtact:dim Bullock B o
acramento, s acramento, Phone: (209) 667-5701 % ’ g?o g 2
County Clerk “3
County of: Merced Lead Agency (if different from above\@ // {"f}
Address: 2222 M’ Street B Pl Yl
Merced, CA 95340 Address: RN \/’//‘u, £
é’.a,)(\ P P
Contact: - e @
Phone:__ .Y Y

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public
Resources Code.

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): 2019110288

Project Title: New Hilmar Unified Elementary School Project

Project Applicant: Hilmar Unified School District

Project Location (include county): NW corner of Geer Avenue and Pearl Street, Hilmar, Merced County

Project Description:

Construction and operation of a new elementary school campus serving grades TK-2 and
reconfiguration of the existing Elim Elementary School campus to serve grades 3-5. Please see attached
description for additional detail.

This is to advise that the _Hilmar Unified School District has approved the above
([=] Lead Agency or [_] Responsible Agency)
described project on April 13, 2021 and has made the following determinations regarding the above
(date)

described project.

1. The project [[] will will not] have a significant effect on the environment.

2. [_] An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures [[E] were [_] were not] made a condition of the approval of the project.

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [[E was [_] was not] adopted for this project.

5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [[_] was was not] adopted for this project.

6. Findings [[@] were [_] were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the
negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at:

Hilmar Unified School District Office, 7807 N. Lander Avenue, Hilmar, CA 95324

tle: 5%{_‘} nenclesr
(o

te Rec&ived for filing at OPR:
Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code.
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2011

Signature (Public Agen

Date: April 14, 2021




Attachment to Notice of Determination: Project Description

Hilmar Unified School District
New Hilmar Unified Elementary School Project (SCH#: 2019110288)

Project Location and Description:

The New Hilmar Unified Elementary School Project (project) includes construction and operation of a new
elementary school campus and reconfiguration of the existing Elim Elementary School campus. The
project site is located on approximately 15.5 acres at the northwest corner of Geer Avenue and Pear|
Street in the unincorporated community of Hilmar in Merced County. The site encompasses a grass-turfed
area currently being used by Hilmar High School as well as a portion of the existing Elim Elementary School
site. :

The new elementary school campus will provide instruction for TK through 2nd grades and will serve
approximately 600 students, Buildout of the new campus will include six classroom buildings housing 25
classrooms; one building housing a library and administrative office; a multipurpose building with an
outdoor amphitheater area; and recreational areas including hardcourts, play structures, and turfed play
areas. At the Elim Elementary campus, the “front” of Elim will be reoriented from facing Lander Avenue
(State Route 165) to facing a new interior access area, where a new administration building will be
constructed for the Elim campus. New driveways from Geer Avenue will serve as the main access to both
elementary schools. A parking area with approximately 58 spaces is proposed to be developed along the
eastern portion of the new elementary school campus. The project will also construct designated vehicle
and bus drop-off areas for each campus.

As part of the project’s operation, TK through 2nd grades will relocate from Elim Elementary to the new
elementary school, leaving Elim with 3rd through 5th grades. Elim’s current student population will be
reduced from approximately 1,000 to 500 students, and 24 classrooms (all portables) will be removed
from its current total of 50 classrooms, leaving the Elim campus with approximately 26 classrooms. The
project will increase overall student capacity from approximately 1,000 to 1,200 total students in TK
through 5th grades. While each campus is anticipated to have a maximum of 60 staff, it is anticipated that
some staff will be shared given the proximity of the schools.

The project is planned to begin construction early 2022 and be completed by spring 2023.
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